
STAAR Academic Challenge
US History – Warmup Questions 



1.  “Prices and wages should be determined by the marketplace.” The 
author of this statement would most probably support

A.  government ownership of utilities 

B.  minimum-wage laws 

C.  wage and price controls 

D.  laissez-faire capitalism 



1.  “Prices and wages should be determined by the marketplace.” The 
author of this statement would most probably support

A.  government ownership of utilities 

B.  minimum-wage laws 

C.  wage and price controls 

D.  laissez-faire, capitalism

What is this the definition of?

Explanation - "Laissez Faire" is French for "leave alone" which means that the 
government leaves the people alone regarding all economic activities. It is the 
separation of economy and state. 



2.  The purpose of the Interstate Commerce Act (1887), the Sherman 
Antitrust Act (1890), and the Clayton Antitrust Act (1914) was to

A.  eliminate unfair business practices 

B.  reduce imports from foreign nations

C.  reduce the power of the unions 

D.  increase the power of local governments



2.  The purpose of the Interstate Commerce Act (1887), the Sherman 
Antitrust Act (1890), and the Clayton Antitrust Act (1914) was to

A) eliminate unfair business practices 

B.  reduce imports from foreign nations

C.  reduce the power of the unions 

D.  increase the power of local governments

What do the three acts have in common?

Explanation - The Interstate Commerce Act (1887) was developed by congress to regulate 
railroad rates and practices. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act, an act passed by the U.S. 
Congress in 1890 to combat monopoly and improper restraints on competition. The 
Clayton Anti-Trust Act (1914) attempted to strengthen and to supplement the Sherman 
Antitrust Act of 1890. the Clayton Act also recognized the right of labor to strike and to 
picket, and exempted unions from antitrust prosecution



3. In the United States, the main purpose of antitrust legislation is to -

A) protect the environment 

B) increase competition in business 

C) encourage the growth of monopolies 

D) strengthen the rights of workers 



3. In the United States, the main purpose of antitrust legislation is to -

A) protect the environment 

B) increase competition in business 

C) encourage the growth of monopolies 

D) strengthen the rights of workers 

Explanation – antitrust laws promote or seek to maintain market competition by 
regulating anti-competitive conduct by companies. The Interstate Commerce Act (1887), 
The Sherman Anti-Trust Act, and The Clayton Anti-Trust Act (1914) are examples of 
antitrust legislation



4.  Alvin York and Vernon Baker are most closely associated with

A) The Nobel Peace Prize  

B) Presidential Medal of Freedom 

C) The Pulitzer Prize

D) Congressional Medal of Honor



4.  Alvin York and Vernon Baker are most closely associated with

A) The Nobel Peace Prize  

B) Presidential Medal of Freedom 

C) The Pulitzer Prize

D) Congressional Medal of Honor

• World War I • World War II

Explanation - Alvin York won the Medal of Honor in WWI and Vernon Baker 
won the medal in WWII



5. During the 1950s the federal government funded educational 
initiatives in math and science in response to —

A) the development of the ENIAC computer

B) the announcement of international education guidelines

C) the successful launch of the first artificial satellite

D) the discovery of new chemical elements



5. During the 1950s the federal government funded educational 
initiatives in math and science in response to —

A) the development of the ENIAC computer

B) the announcement of international education guidelines

C) the successful launch of the first artificial satellite

D) the discovery of new chemical elements

• What was the name of the satellite?
• What year was it launched?
• What country launched it?

Explanation - In 1957 The Soviet Union inaugurated the “Space Age” with its launch of 
Sputnik, the world’s first artificial satellite. The U.S. government was caught off guard by 
the Soviet launch, and efforts to catch up with the Soviets heralded the beginning of the 
“space race.” Sputnik made clear to the American public that it was in the national interest 
to change education, in particular the curriculum in mathematics and science. After 
Sputnik the public demand for a federal response was unusually high and Congress passed 
the National Defense Education Act in 1958.



STAAR Academic Challenge
US History – Gilded Age & Progressive Era



1. Which group of people 
most likely inspired the 
creation of this 1893 
cartoon?

• A) Union leaders

• B) Philanthropist

• C) Political bosses

• D) Nativists 



1. Which group of people 
most likely inspired the 
creation of this 1893 
cartoon?

• A) Union leaders

• B) Philanthropist

• C) Political bosses

• D) Nativists 

Nativism – ethnocentric belief that favors the interests of established inhabitants over 
those of immigrants.



2. Which of the following was the main reason for the rapid settlement of the 
Great Plains during the late 1800’s 

A) Congress passed a law requiring all public lands to be sold at auction

B) Congress passed a law allowing people to claim public land and convert 
it to private property through homesteading

C) Speculators bought large parcels of land and then built factory towns to 
attract new immigrants

D) Native Americans sold most of their tribal lands directly to railroad 
companies 



2. Which of the following was the main reason for the rapid settlement of the 
Great Plains during the late 1800’s 

A) Congress passed a law requiring all public lands to be sold at auction

B) Congress passed a law allowing people to claim public land and 
convert it to private property through homesteading

C) Speculators bought large parcels of land and then built factory towns to 
attract new immigrants

D) Native Americans sold most of their tribal lands directly to railroad 
companies 

Homestead Act (1862) - encouraged Western migration by providing settlers 160 acres 
of public land. In exchange, homesteaders paid a small filing fee and were required to 
complete five years of continuous residence before receiving ownership of the land.



3. During the Gilded Age there was a notable increase in federal support for –

A) the growth of big business

B) involvement in foreign wars

C) the acquisition of foreign territories

D) increased temperance regulations 



3. During the Gilded Age there was a notable increase in federal support for -

A) the growth of big business

B) involvement in foreign wars

C) the acquisition of foreign territories

D) increased temperance regulations 

Explanation - Congress provided generous federal subsidies designed to encourage 
entrepreneurial industrial growth - free land to build railroads, high foreign tariffs on 
goods to eliminate competition, etc. 



4. Which economic concept is best 
illustrated by the cartoon? 

A) supply and demand 

B) mercantilism 

C) monopoly 

D) trade 



4. Which economic concept is best 
illustrated by the cartoon? 

A) supply and demand 

B) mercantilism 

C) monopoly 

D) trade 

Monopoly-complete control of the 
entire supply of goods or of a service in 
a certain area or market. The result is no 
competition



5. Which outcome was an important 
effect of the 1898 event illustrated by this 
map?

A) Increased U.S. foreign aid to the 
developing countries in South America

B) Increased U.S. public support for the 
construction of a canal through Central 
America

C) Decreased U.S. economic influence in 
the Western Hemisphere

D) Decreased U.S. navel                                        
presence in the Caribbean                                        
Sea



5. Which outcome was an important 
effect of the 1898 event illustrated by 
this map?
A) Increased U.S. foreign aid to the 
developing countries in South America
B) Increased U.S. public support for 
the construction of a canal through 
Central America
C) Decreased U.S. economic influence 
in the Western Hemisphere
D) Decreased U.S. navel                                        
presence in the Caribbean                                        
Sea

the Panama Canal allows ships to pass between the Atlantic Ocean and Pacific Ocean, 
saving about 8000 miles (12,875 km) from a journey around the southern tip of South 
America, Cape Horn.



6. During the nineteenth century, one way political bosses gained voter support 
was by –

A) campaigning for women’s suffrage

B) advocating the use of poll taxes

C) making improvements in urban infrastructure 

D) providing public assistance for former slaves



6. During the nineteenth century, one way political bosses gained voter support 
was by -

A) campaigning for women’s suffrage

B) advocating the use of poll taxes

C) making improvements in urban infrastructure 

D) providing public assistance for former slaves

Explanation - Political Bosses provided immigrants in times of emergency: Food, coal, 
rent money or a job. Political machines also had easy access to city funds and 
contractors, thereby controlling public works programs. This benefitted their 
pocketbook and those of their friends, but also provided jobs for the immigrants



7. In the United States, the main purpose of antitrust legislation is to

A) protect the environment 

B) increase competition in business 

C) encourage the growth of monopolies 

D) strengthen the rights of workers 



7. In the United States, the main purpose of antitrust legislation is to

A) protect the environment 

B) increase competition in business 

C) encourage the growth of monopolies 

D) strengthen the rights of workers 

Explanation: Trusts are monopolies that control all or most of the sales of a specific good 
or product. Antitrust legislation passed during the late 19th and early 20th centuries was 
designed to ensure competition in the market place. 

Famous antitrust actions from US history include; the 1911 case of Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey vs. United States and the court ordered “break-up” of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph (AT&T) in the early 1980’s.



8. “Prices and wages should be determined by the marketplace.” The author of 
this statement would most probably support

A) government ownership of utilities 

B) minimum-wage laws 

C) wage and price controls

D) laissez-faire capitalism 



8. “Prices and wages should be determined by the marketplace.” The author of 
this statement would most probably support

A) government ownership of utilities 

B) minimum-wage laws 

C) wage and price controls

D) laissez-faire capitalism 

Explanation: Laissez-Faire capitalism calls for the complete non-involvement of 
government in the economy. The approach is one of “hands-off”, in which prices, 
quality and competitive practices are solely determined by competition. 



9. During the late 1800s, a major reason labor unions had difficulty achieving 
their goals was that

A) government supported business over labor 

B) industrialization created better working conditions 

C) there was a shortage of new workers 

D) businesses promoted labor officials to management positions 



9. During the late 1800s, a major reason labor unions had difficulty achieving 
their goals was that

A) government supported business over labor 

B) industrialization created better working conditions 

C) there was a shortage of new workers 

D) businesses promoted labor officials to management positions 

Explanation: the federal government had always intervened on the side of the owners in 
breaking strikes. Often the national guard was sent in when the strikes turned violent 
(ex; Railway Strike of 1877, Homestead Strike of 1892, Pullman Strike of 1893) 



10. The Rockefeller Foundation, Carnegie Hall, and the Morgan Library illustrate 
various ways that entrepreneurs and their descendants have

A) suppressed the growth of labor unions 

B) supported philanthropic activities to benefit society 

C) applied scientific discoveries to industry 

D) attempted to undermine the United States eco-nomic system 



10. The Rockefeller Foundation, Carnegie Hall, and the Morgan Library illustrate 
various ways that entrepreneurs and their descendants have

A) suppressed the growth of labor unions 

B) supported philanthropic activities to benefit society 

C) applied scientific discoveries to industry 

D) attempted to undermine the United States eco-nomic system 

Explanation: Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie is perhaps the most famous of all 
philanthropists in American history. He once stated "The man who dies thus rich dies 
disgraced.", in this he is encouraging the donation of excess wealth for the betterment of 
society.



11. President Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal and President Lyndon Johnson’s 
Great Society were similar in that both

A) returned control of social welfare programs to the states 

B) relied on individual initiative to improve the economy 

C) were supported by Congress over the objections of the majority of state 
governments 

D) increased the role of the Federal Government in dealing with social and 
economic problems 



11. President Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal and President Lyndon Johnson’s 
Great Society were similar in that both

A) returned control of social welfare programs to the states 

B) relied on individual initiative to improve the economy 

C) were supported by Congress over the objections of the majority of state 
governments 

D) increased the role of the Federal Government in dealing with social and 
economic problems 

Explanation- Under Teddy Roosevelt the government became increasingly involved in 
regulating monopolies and public health. Passage of laws such as the Meat Inspection Act 
(1906) and the Pure Food and Drug Act (1906) were targeted at improving public health. 
Under Lyndon Johnson the programs of Medicare and Medicaid were established. These 
were also targeted at public health, providing basic medical coverage for the elderly, the 
poor and disabled.



12. Which action was necessary to change from the indirect to the direct election 
of United States Senators?

A) ratification of a constitutional amendment 

B) passage of a Federal law 

C) a Supreme Court decision 

D) a national referendum 



12. Which action was necessary to change from the indirect to the direct election 
of United States Senators?

A) ratification of a constitutional amendment 

B) passage of a Federal law 

C) a Supreme Court decision 

D) a national referendum 

Explanation: Under the original provisions of the Constitution the only direct election of any 
Federal representative was to the House of Representatives. The Presidential system was in-
direct via the Electoral College and Senators were selected by a state’s legislature. Under the 
provisions of the 17th amendment, Senate elections became direct elections within each 
individual state. This had to have been done via an amendment because it was directly 
changing what was originally stated in the Constitution.



13. An important political aim of the Progressive movement was to

A) guarantee government jobs for the unemployed 

B) stimulate democratic reforms such as the initiative and the referendum 

C) create a unicameral national legislature 

D) increase the participation of African Americans in the Federal Government



13. An important political aim of the Progressive movement was to

A) guarantee government jobs for the unemployed 

B) stimulate democratic reforms such as the initiative and the referendum 

C) create a unicameral national legislature 

D) increase the participation of African Americans in the Federal Government

Explanation: Initiative is the ability of citizens to suggest legislation for consideration by a 
state legislature. Referendum is the passage or rejection of a proposed law by the citizens 
of a state in a statewide vote. Recall is the ability to recall a candidate once he or she has 
been elected if he/she is not fulfilling the promised duties of office.



14. Which event of the early 1900’s is evidence that Upton Sinclair’s novel The 
Jungle had an important impact on the United States?

A) adoption of reforms in public education 

B) passage of legislation limiting immigration 

C) adoption of the 18th amendment establishing Prohibition 

D) passage of legislation requiring Federal inspection of meat 



14. Which event of the early 1900’s is evidence that Upton Sinclair’s novel The 
Jungle had an important impact on the United States?

A) adoption of reforms in public education 

B) passage of legislation limiting immigration 

C) adoption of the 18th amendment establishing Prohibition 

D) passage of legislation requiring Federal inspection of meat 

Explanation: In his 1906 work “The Jungle”, muckraker Upton Sinclair exposed the horrific 
conditions under which the nation’s meat supply was being produced. The novel caught the 
attention of lawmakers who, disgusted by its factual accounts of the unsanitary conditions, 
worked quickly for the passage of the Meat Inspection Act (also 1906). 



15. In the early 20th century, muckrakers were able to influence American society 
mainly through their

A) frequent acts of civil disobedience 

B) activities as government officials 

C) publication of articles and books 

D) control over factories 



15. In the early 20th century, muckrakers were able to influence American society 
mainly through their

A) frequent acts of civil disobedience 

B) activities as government officials 

C) publication of articles and books 

D) control over factories 

Explanation: Muckraking was an effective way of shedding light on the conditions and 
injustices created by the rapid, unregulated growth of the Gilded Age. Jacob Riis was a 
muckraker who wrote about and photographed the conditions of New York City’s poorest in 
his book “How The Other Half Lives”, its widespread success helped to initiate calls for 
building codes, improved sanitation and access to better housing. Ida Tarbell was a 
muckraking journalist who’s expose “The History of Standard Oil” in Harpers, helped to 
bring about the antitrust case against Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company. 



STAAR Academic Challenge
US History - Imperialism & WWI



1. Which action completes this 
diagram?

A) Submarines attacked unarmed ships

B) Armored tanks crossed fortified lines

C) The use of machine guns resulted in 
massive casualties

D) Airplanes conducted reconnaissance 
missions



1. Which action completes this 
diagram?

A) Submarines attacked unarmed ships

B) Armored tanks crossed fortified lines

C) The use of machine guns resulted in 
massive casualties

D) Airplanes conducted reconnaissance 
missions

Explanation: Trench warfare became the general tactic as soldiers dug into deep, 
fortified trenches. Machine guns (first used in WWI) made it easier to defend positions 
than attack and inflicted heavy casualties on attacking armies



2. Upon entering World War I, the United States enlarged it military by -

A) creating the Veterans Administration

B) passing the Selective Service Act

C) enacting the GI Bill

D) establishing the Marine Corps



2. Upon entering World War I, the United States enlarged it military by -

A) creating the Veterans Administration

B) passing the Selective Service Act

C) enacting the GI Bill

D) establishing the Marine Corps

Explanation - The Selective Service Act established the military draft - the compulsory 
enlistment of people. At the time of World War I, the U.S. Army was small compared with 
European powers. Woodrow Wilson at first wished to use only a volunteer Army. It soon 
became clear to Wilson that this would be impossible when only 73,000 volunteered for 
service and over one million additional troops were needed



3. Involvement in the Spanish-American War, acquisition of Hawaii, and 
introduction of the Open Door policy in China were actions taken by the 
United States Government to

A) establish military alliances with other nations 

B) gain overseas markets and sources of raw materials 

C) begin the policy of manifest destiny 

D) support isolationist forces in Congress 



3. Involvement in the Spanish-American War, acquisition of Hawaii, and 
introduction of the Open Door policy in China were actions taken by the 
United States Government to

A) establish military alliances with other nations 

B) gain overseas markets and sources of raw materials 

C) begin the policy of manifest destiny 

D) support isolationist forces in Congress 

Explanation - As the United States looked to mirror the imperialist expansions of the 
European powers, it looked towards conquest against Spain and the annexation of territory 
as means to this expansion. The territories acquired in the Spanish-American war (Puerto 
Rico, Guam, the Philippines) as well as the annexation of Hawaii served as sources of raw 
materials as well as markets for finished goods.



4. Why did the United States formulate the Open Door policy toward China?

A) to develop democratic institutions and practices in China 

B) to prevent a European and Japanese monopoly of Chinese trade and 
markets 

C) to establish a military presence on the Chinese mainland 

D) to support Japanese efforts to industrialize China 



4. Why did the United States formulate the Open Door policy toward China?

A) to develop democratic institutions and practices in China 

B) to prevent a European and Japanese monopoly of Chinese trade and 
markets 

C) to establish a military presence on the Chinese mainland 

D) to support Japanese efforts to industrialize China 

Explanation: As European powers divided the trade in Chine into “spheres of influence”, 
the United States was just beginning to expand her reach and trade into the orient. The 
“Open Door Policy” was a declaration by the United States that called for equal, 
unrestricted trade with China by all nations.



5. President Theodore Roosevelt’s policies toward Latin America were 
evidence of his belief in

A) noninvolvement in world affairs 

B) intervention when American business interests were threatened 

C) the sovereign rights of all nations 

D) the need for European interference in the Western Hemisphere 



5. President Theodore Roosevelt’s policies toward Latin America were 
evidence of his belief in

A) noninvolvement in world affairs 

B) intervention when American business interests were threatened 

C) the sovereign rights of all nations 

D) the need for European interference in the Western Hemisphere 

Explanation: President Theodore Roosevelt in his Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe 
Doctrine, in which he reaffirmed a commitment to non-intervention by Europe, but added 
that active intervention in Latin America by the United States was perfectly acceptable. The 
encouragement of a Panamanian Revolution and the construction of the Panama Canal 
highlight the active role the US was to take in the internal affairs of Latin American nations.



6. The principle that the United States has the right to act as the "policeman of 
the Western Hemisphere" and intervene in the internal affairs of Latin 
American nations was established by the

A) Good Neighbor policy 

B) Open Door policy 

C) Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine 

D) Marshall Plan 



6. The principle that the United States has the right to act as the "policeman of 
the Western Hemisphere" and intervene in the internal affairs of Latin 
American nations was established by the

A) Good Neighbor policy 

B) Open Door policy 

C) Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine 

D) Marshall Plan 

Explanation: President Theodore Roosevelt in his Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe 
Doctrine, in which he reaffirmed a commitment to non-intervention by Europe, but added 
that active intervention in Latin America by the United States was perfectly acceptable. The 
encouragement of a Panamanian Revolution and the construction of the Panama Canal 
highlight the active role the US was to take in the internal affairs of Latin American nations.



7. Which interpretation of the Bill of Rights does this statement illustrate?

A) The needs of the government are more important than civil liberties. 

B) Constitutional protections of liberty are not absolute. 

C) The Supreme Court can eliminate freedoms listed in the Bill of Rights. 

D) The Bill of Rights does not safeguard individual liberties. 

“The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man in falsely 
shouting fire in a theater and causing a panic."
-Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes



7.  Which interpretation of the Bill of Rights does this statement illustrate?

A) The needs of the government are more important than civil liberties. 

B) Constitutional protections of liberty are not absolute. 

C) The Supreme Court can eliminate freedoms listed in the Bill of Rights. 

D) The Bill of Rights does not safeguard individual liberties. 

“The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man in falsely 
shouting fire in a theater and causing a panic."
-Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes

Explanation: Schenck’s speech was anti-government and ant-war (WWI). The ruling 
established the ability of the government to suppress speech and press that present a 
danger to it or its efforts.



8. After World War I, the opposition of some Members of Congress to the 
Versailles Treaty was based largely on the idea that the Treaty

A) did not punish the Central Powers harshly enough 

B) did not give the United States an important role in world affairs 

C) would require the United States to join the League of Nations and might 
result in a loss of United States sovereignty 

D) would require the United States to assume the cost of rebuilding the war-
torn European economies 



8. After World War I, the opposition of some Members of Congress to the 
Versailles Treaty was based largely on the idea that the Treaty

A) did not punish the Central Powers harshly enough 

B) did not give the United States an important role in world affairs 

C) would require the United States to join the League of Nations and might 
result in a loss of United States sovereignty 

D) would require the United States to assume the cost of rebuilding the war-
torn European economies 

Explanation: The League of Nations was to be a worldwide peacekeeping body. Even though 
the league was the creation of United States President Woodrow Wilson, the US never 
became a member. Republican opposition to the Treaty of Versailles and the League of 
Nations doomed US membership on the basis of loss of sovereignty. Many Senators feared 
the Unites States being drawn into another wide scale conflict (like WWI)



9. President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points were intended to

A) make the United States, Great Britain, and France into leading world powers 

B) redistribute Germany’s colonies among the Allied nations 

C) prevent international tensions from leading to war 

D) punish Germany for causing World War I 



9. President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points were intended to

A) make the United States, Great Britain, and France into leading world powers 

B) redistribute Germany’s colonies among the Allied nations 

C) prevent international tensions from leading to war 

D) punish Germany for causing World War I 

Explanation: The Fourteen Points was Woodrow Wilson’s plan for a post-world war I 
world. It was designed to avoid future conflicts and ensure autonomy for peoples around 
the world. It was seen as too ambitious and unworkable. As a result the League of Nations 
was the only major provision of the 14 points to become reality. 



10. What was a major reason for United States entry into World War I?

A) to overthrow the czarist government of Russia 

B) to keep Latin America from being attacked by Germany 

C) to maintain freedom of the seas 

D) to break up the colonial empires of the Allies 



10. What was a major reason for United States entry into World War I?

A) to overthrow the czarist government of Russia 

B) to keep Latin America from being attacked by Germany 

C) to maintain freedom of the seas 

D) to break up the colonial empires of the Allies 

Explanation: At the beginning of 1917 Germany decided to resume unrestricted submarine 
warfare on every commercial ship headed toward Britain, realizing that this decision would 
almost certainly mean war with the United States. 



11. Data from this graph support the 
conclusion that World War I

A) caused the United States trade deficit 
to increase 

B) cost the United States many billions 
of dollars 

C) was a significant benefit to the 
American economy 

D) created an unfavorable balance of 
trade 



11. Data from this graph support the 
conclusion that World War I

A) caused the United States trade deficit 
to increase 

B) cost the United States many billions 
of dollars 

C) was a significant benefit to the 
American economy 

D) created an unfavorable balance of 
trade 

Explanation: When the war began, the U.S. economy was in recession. But an economic 
boom ensued from 1914 to 1918, first as Europeans began purchasing U.S. goods for the 
war and later as the United States itself joined the battle. 



12. One important conclusion that can be drawn as a result of the United 
States experience in both the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Persian 
Gulf War (1991) is that

A) only the President should decide issues of war and peace 

B) the media are a powerful influence in shaping American public opinion 
toward war 

C) the public has little confidence in the ability of the American military 

D) international organizations play a decisive role in determining the outcome 
of a war 



12. One important conclusion that can be drawn as a result of the United 
States experience in both the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Persian 
Gulf War (1991) is that

A) only the President should decide issues of war and peace 

B) the media are a powerful influence in shaping American public opinion 
toward war 

C) the public has little confidence in the ability of the American military 

D) international organizations play a decisive role in determining the outcome 
of a war 

Explanation: The role of the “Yellow Press” in helping to bring about the Spanish-American War cannot be 
overstated. The exaggerations of reports from the Cuban Revolution against Spain were printed daily in the 
competing papers of Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst. The resulting fervor over the sinking of the 
USS Maine in Havana, Cuba and the press coverage that followed, all but assured a war with the Spanish. 
Similarly, during the Gulf War, favorable coverage of the war by the American press, coupled with the lack of 
actual “on the ground” combat helped to shape public perception and support of the war effort.



13. United States annexation of the Philippines (1898) and military 
involvement in Vietnam (1960’s and 1970’s) are similar because in each event 
the United States

A) achieved its long-range foreign policy objectives 

B) put the domino theory into action 

C) demonstrated the strength and success of its military power 

D) provoked domestic debate about its involvement in the internal affairs of 
other nations 



13. United States annexation of the Philippines (1898) and military 
involvement in Vietnam (1960’s and 1970’s) are similar because in each event 
the United States

A) achieved its long-range foreign policy objectives 

B) put the domino theory into action 

C) demonstrated the strength and success of its military power 

D) provoked domestic debate about its involvement in the internal affairs of 
other nations 

Explanation: Shortly after acquisition of the Philippines, a revolution against United States 
control of the islands was begun. It became a protracted war against the Filipinos that 
sparked furious debate within the United States about the conflicts between being an 
Imperial Power and a Democracy. This internal questioning of foreign policy is similar to 
the debates occurring during the US’s involvement in Vietnam.



14. Yellow journalists created support for the Spanish-American War by writing 
articles about the

A) political popularity of William Jennings Bryan 

B) efforts of the United States to control Mexico 

C)   destruction of United States sugar plantations by Hawaiians 

D)   sinking of the United States battleship Maine in Havana Harbor 



14. Yellow journalists created support for the Spanish-American War by writing 
articles about the

A) political popularity of William Jennings Bryan 

B) efforts of the United States to control Mexico 

C) destruction of United States sugar plantations by Hawaiians 

D) sinking of the United States battleship Maine in Havana Harbor 

Explanation: Newspaper publishers such as Joseph Pulitzer of the New York World and 
William Randolph Hearst of the New York Journal competed for readers and sales by 
sensationalizing events and exaggerating accounts of the news in what came to be 
known as the "Yellow Press" of the late 1800's and early 1900's. An example of the 
yellow journalists in influencing public opinion can be seen in how the explosion of the 
USS Maine was depicted and Spain assumed responsible. 



15. According to the political cartoon above, the United States was –

A) Reaffirming the Monroe Doctrine

B) Implementing the Open Door Policy

C) Instituting Dollar Diplomacy

D) Reorganizing the Platt Amendment



15. According to the political cartoon 
above, the United States was –

A) Reaffirming the Monroe 
Doctrine

B) Implementing the Open Door 
Policy

C) Instituting Dollar Diplomacy

D) Reorganizing the Platt 
Amendment

Caption
Caricature
Labels
Symbolism          
Exaggeration
Analogy
Irony

Explanation: President Theodore Roosevelt in his Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe 
Doctrine, in which he reaffirmed a commitment to non-intervention by Europe, but added 
that active intervention in Latin America by the United States was perfectly acceptable. The 
encouragement of a Panamanian Revolution and the construction of the Panama Canal 
highlight the active role the US was to take in the internal affairs of Latin American nations.



STAAR Academic Challenge
US History - Roaring 20s, Great Depression & WWII



1. During the 1920’s, Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan were most 
closely identified with the –

A) increased use of credit by U.S. consumers

B) development of new forms of popular entertainment

C) decline of public support for Progressive reforms

D) conflict between modernism and traditionalism



1. During the 1920’s, Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan were most 
closely identified with the –

A) increased use of credit by U.S. consumers

B) development of new forms of popular entertainment

C) decline of public support for Progressive reforms

D) conflict between modernism and traditionalism

Explanation - traditionalist: a person who has deep respect for long-held cultural and religious values, or people who 
had deep respect for long-held cultural and religious values. For them, these values were anchors that provided order 
and stability to society. 
modernist: a person who embraces new ideas, styles, and social trends] , or people who embraced new ideas, styles, 
and social trends. For them, traditional values were chains that restricted both individual freedom and the pursuit of 
happiness.
Scopes trial a criminal trial, held in 1925, that tested the constitutionality of a Tennessee law that banned the teaching 
of Darwin's theory of evolution in schools; science teacher John Scopes was found guilty and fined for his conduct, 
leaving the Tennessee law intact. William Jennings Bryan was the prosecutor who supported traditionalist views, and 
Clarence Darrow was John Scopes defense lawyer and supported the modernist view. 



2. Why did the federal government create this program in 1933?

A) To establish industrial centers in the region

B) To promote organic farming practices

C) To offset the effects of urbanization and rapid population growth

D) To provide jobs and improve the regional standard of living 



2. Why did the federal government create this program in 1933?

A) To establish industrial centers in the region

B) To promote organic farming practices

C) To offset the effects of urbanization and rapid population growth

D) To provide jobs and improve the regional standard of living 

Explanation: Congress created the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), a federal 

corporation. The new agency was asked to tackle important problems facing the 

Valley, such as flooding, providing electricity to homes and businesses, and 

replanting forests. This meant building a series of dams which provided jobs to 

unemployed workers in the area.



3. Which set of events best supports the image of the 1920’s as a decade of 
Nativist Sentiment?

A)  The passage of the National Origins Act and the Rise of the Ku Klux

Klan

B)  The Scopes Trial and passage of Women’s Suffrage

C)  The Washington Naval Conference and the Kellogg-Briand Pact

D)  The growth of the American auto industry and the Teapot Dome

Affair



3. Which set of events best supports the image of the 1920’s as a decade of 
Nativist Sentiment?

A)  The passage of the National Origins Act and the Rise of the Ku Klux

Klan

B)  The Scopes Trial and passage of Women’s Suffrage

C)  The Washington Naval Conference and the Kellogg-Briand Pact

D)  The growth of the American auto industry and the Teapot Dome

Affair

Explanation: By definition nativism means the policy of protecting the interests of native inhabitants against 
those of immigrants. The Ku Klux Klan was a racist organization who not only targeted blacks, but also the 
Jewish and Catholics. The National Origins Act set quotas that favored immigrants from northern and 
eastern European countries and discriminated against immigrants from southern and eastern Europe, Latin 
America, and Asia 



4. Which New Deal program was chiefly designed to correct abuses in 
the stock market?

A) Federal Emergency Relief Act

B) Civilian Conservation Corps

C) Works Progress Administration

D) Securities and Exchange Commission



4. Which New Deal program was chiefly designed to correct abuses in 
the stock market?

A) Federal Emergency Relief Act

B) Civilian Conservation Corps

C) Works Progress Administration

D) Securities and Exchange Commission

Explanation - The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is an agency of the 
United States federal government. It holds primary responsibility for enforcing the 
federal securities laws, proposing securities rules, and regulating the nation's stock 
exchanges



5. This satirical cartoon expresses a sentiment that 
eventually contributed to —

A) the passage of a federal statute prohibiting foreign 
companies from contributing to presidential campaigns

B) the issuance of a Supreme Court ruling declaring it 
unconstitutional for members of the same political 
party to serve consecutive terms as president

C) the establishment of a congressional committee to 
investigate private presidential conduct

D) the ratification of a constitutional amendment 
establishing term limits for presidents



5. This satirical cartoon expresses a sentiment that eventually 
contributed to —

A) the passage of a federal statute prohibiting foreign companies 
from contributing to presidential campaigns

B) the issuance of a Supreme Court ruling declaring it 
unconstitutional for members of the same political party to serve 
consecutive terms as president

C) the establishment of a congressional committee to investigate 
private presidential conduct

D) the ratification of a constitutional amendment establishing 
term limits for presidents

Explanation: Frankln D. Roosevelt won his third presidential election by a wide margin, and he was able to win a fourth 
election in 1944. But the popular fallout about the concept of a long-term president led to the ratification of the 22nd 
amendment in 1951 which limited Presidents to two terms in office.



6. Which of the following statements is true of the Depression era? 

A)  In 1930, the Smoot-Hawley Tariff raised tariffs to extremely high levels.

B)  The State Department renounced the Roosevelt Corollary in 1933.

C)  The United States reduced the burden of debts on Germany in 1927.

D)  By 1931, the unemployment figure in the Unites States stood at roughly 55 
percent.



6. Which of the following statements is true of the Depression era? 

A) In 1930, the Smoot-Hawley Tariff raised tariffs to extremely high levels.

B)  The State Department renounced the Roosevelt Corollary in 1933.

C)  The United States reduced the burden of debts on Germany in 1927.

D)  By 1931, the unemployment figure in the Unites States stood at roughly 55 
percent.

Explanation - The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of June 1930 raised U.S. tariffs to historically high 
levels. The original intention behind the legislation was to increase the protection afforded 
domestic farmers against foreign agricultural imports.



7. A similarity between the Red Scare of the 1920’s and McCarthyism in the 
1950’s was that during each period

A) thousands of American citizens were expelled from the United States

B) the Communist Party gained many members in the United States

C) many government employees were convicted of giving secrets to

the Soviet Union

D) the civil liberties of American citizens were threatened



7. A similarity between the Red Scare of the 1920’s and McCarthyism in the 
1950’s was that during each period

A) thousands of American citizens were expelled from the United States

B) the Communist Party gained many members in the United States

C) many government employees were convicted of giving secrets to

the Soviet Union

D) the civil liberties of American citizens were threatened

Explanation - in the late 1940s and early 1950s, hysteria over the perceived threat posed by Communists in the U.S. 
became known as the Red Scare. (Communists were often referred to as “Reds” for their allegiance to the red Soviet flag.) 
The Red Scare led to a range of actions that had a profound and enduring effect on U.S. government and society. Federal 
employees were analyzed to determine whether they were sufficiently loyal to the government, and the House Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC), as well as U.S. Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, investigated allegations of subversive 
elements in the government and the Hollywood film industry. The climate of fear and repression linked to the Red Scare 
finally began to ease by the late 1950s.



8. By the end of the 1920’s, many Americans viewed prohibition as a 
failure because:

A)  Congress had failed to make up the lost tax revenue

B)  The law did not stop people from drinking or selling alcohol

C)  The number of alcohol related crimes continued to climb

D)  People left the United States to get their alcohol



8. By the end of the 1920’s, many Americans viewed prohibition as a 
failure because:

A)  Congress had failed to make up the lost tax revenue

B)  The law did not stop people from drinking or selling alcohol

C)  The number of alcohol related crimes continued to climb

D)  People left the United States to get their alcohol

Explanation: The ratification of the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution–which banned the manufacture, 
transportation and sale of intoxicating liquors–ushered in a period in American history known as Prohibition. 
The result of a widespread temperance movement during the first decade of the 20th century, Prohibition was 
difficult to enforce. The increase of the illegal production and sale of liquor (known as “bootlegging”), the 
proliferation of speakeasies (illegal drinking spots) and the accompanying rise in gang violence and other 
crimes led to waning support for Prohibition by the end of the 1920s. In early 1933, Congress adopted a 
resolution proposing a 21st Amendment to the Constitution that would repeal the 18th. It was ratified by the 
end of that year, bringing the Prohibition era to a close.



9. Before entering World War II, the United States acted as the “arsenal 
of democracy” by

A) financing overseas radio broadcasts in support of democracy 

B) supplying war materials to the Allies 

C) creating a weapons stockpile for use after the war 

D) providing workers for overseas factories 



9. Before entering World War II, the United States acted as the “arsenal 
of democracy” by

A) financing overseas radio broadcasts in support of democracy 

B) supplying war materials to the Allies 

C) creating a weapons stockpile for use after the war 

D) providing workers for overseas factories 

Explanation - The "Arsenal of Democracy" in World War II was a slogan used by U.S. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in a radio broadcast delivered on December 29, 1940. 
Roosevelt promised to help the United Kingdom fight Nazi Germany by giving them 
military supplies while the United States stayed out of the actual fighting.



10. Shortly after entering World War II, the United States began the 
Manhattan Project to

A)  work on the development of an atomic bomb 

B)  increase economic production to meet wartime demands 

C) defend New York City against a nuclear attack 

D) recruit men for the military services 



10. Shortly after entering World War II, the United States began the 
Manhattan Project to

A)  work on the development of an atomic bomb 

B)  increase economic production to meet wartime demands 

C) defend New York City against a nuclear attack 

D) recruit men for the military services 

Explanation - The Manhattan Project was a research and development project that 
produced the first atomic bombs during World War II. 



11. A violation of civil rights that occurred in the United States during 
World War II was the

A) arrests made as a result of the Palmer raids 

B) passage of an open immigration law 

C) internment of Japanese Americans 

D) forced removal of Native American Indians from their reservations 



11. A violation of civil rights that occurred in the United States during 
World War II was the

A) arrests made as a result of the Palmer raids 

B) passage of an open immigration law 

C) internment of Japanese Americans 

D) forced removal of Native American Indians from their reservations 

Explanation - Two months after the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 ordering all Japanese-Americans to 
evacuate the West Coast. This resulted in the relocation of approximately 120,000 
people, many of whom were American citizens, to one of 10 internment camps located 
across the country. 



12. As World War II was ending, the United States decided to join the United 
Nations mainly because the United States

A) sought to meet the American public’s overwhelming demand for free-
trade agreements 

B) wanted to continue to play the same role it had in the League of Nations 

C) recognized that efforts to achieve world peace required United States 
involvement 

D)wanted to stop the growing influence of newly independent developing 
nations 



12. As World War II was ending, the United States decided to join the United 
Nations mainly because the United States

A) sought to meet the American public’s overwhelming demand for free-
trade agreements 

B) wanted to continue to play the same role it had in the League of Nations 

C) recognized that efforts to achieve world peace required United States 
involvement 

D)wanted to stop the growing influence of newly independent developing 
nations 

Explanation - The reason to establish the United Nations stemmed in large part from the 
inability of its predecessor, the League of Nations, to prevent the outbreak of the Second 
World War. Once World War II began, President Franklin D. Roosevelt determined that U.S. 
leadership was essential for the creation of another international organization aimed at 
preserving peace.



13. A significant cause of the Great Depression of the 1930’s was that

A) some banking policies were unsound and had led to the 
overexpansion of credit 

B) a decrease in protective tariffs had opened American business to 
competition from abroad 

C) a wave of violent strikes had paralyzed the major industries 

D) consumer goods were relatively inexpensive 



13. A significant cause of the Great Depression of the 1930’s was that

A) some banking policies were unsound and had led to the 
overexpansion of credit 

B) a decrease in protective tariffs had opened American business to 
competition from abroad 

C) a wave of violent strikes had paralyzed the major industries 

D) consumer goods were relatively inexpensive 

Explanation: During the “roaring twenties” many people bought new consumer good such 
as cars and washing machines on credit. Many also invested in the growing US stock market 
with borrowed money (stocks bough “on margin”). This increased debt, combined with a 
lack of oversight by any government agencies, was a contributing factor to the great 
depression.



14. The main reason President Franklin D. Roosevelt attempted to 
increase the number of Justices on the United States Supreme Court 
was to

A) force the Court to hear cases involving the rights of minorities and 
women 

B) speed up the Court’s review of cases 

C) increase the independence of the Court 

D) make the Court more supportive of New Deal programs 



14. The main reason President Franklin D. Roosevelt attempted to 
increase the number of Justices on the United States Supreme Court 
was to

A) force the Court to hear cases involving the rights of minorities and 
women 

B) speed up the Court’s review of cases 

C) increase the independence of the Court 

D) make the Court more supportive of New Deal programs 

Explanation - In 1937, President Franklin Roosevelt announced a controversial plan to expand the Supreme 
Court to as many as 15 judges, allegedly to make it more efficient. Critics immediately charged that Roosevelt 
was trying to “pack” the court and thus neutralize Supreme Court justices hostile to his New Deal. The 
American public, most Republicans and many Democrats in Congress opposed the so-called “court-packing” 
plan on the grounds that it violated our system of checks and balances and would give FDR too much power.



15. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920’s was a period when African 
Americans

A) left the United States in large numbers to settle in Nigeria 

B) created noteworthy works of art and literature 

C) migrated to the West in search of land and jobs 

D) used civil disobedience to fight segregation in the Armed Forces 



15. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920’s was a period when African 
Americans

A) left the United States in large numbers to settle in Nigeria 

B) created noteworthy works of art and literature 

C) migrated to the West in search of land and jobs 

D) used civil disobedience to fight segregation in the Armed Forces 

Explanation - The Harlem Renaissance was the name given to the cultural, social, and artistic 
explosion that took place in Harlem between the end of World War I and the middle of the 
1930s. During this period Harlem was a cultural center, drawing black writers, artists, 
musicians, photographers, poets, and scholars.



STAAR Academic Challenge
US History - Early Cold War to Present



1. In 1979 the Shah of Iran was forced into exile. The U.S. government 

later allowed the Shah to enter the United States for medical treatment. 

This perceived U.S. support for the Shah of Iran resulted in what 

event?

A) Iran attacked a U.S. military base in Asia.

B) Soviet forces began an occupation of Iran.

C) Israel demanded U.S. support for the strategic bombing of cities in 

Iran.

D) Revolutionaries kidnapped a group of U.S. citizens in Iran. 



1. In 1979 the Shah of Iran was forced into exile. The U.S. government 

later allowed the Shah to enter the United States for medical treatment. 

This perceived U.S. support for the Shah of Iran resulted in what 

event?

A) Iran attacked a U.S. military base in Asia.

B) Soviet forces began an occupation of Iran.

C) Israel demanded U.S. support for the strategic bombing of cities in 

Iran.

D) Revolutionaries kidnapped a group of U.S. citizens in Iran. 

Explanation - In 1979, a group of Iranian students stormed the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, taking more than 60 

American hostages (Iranian Hostage Crisis). The immediate cause of this action was President Jimmy Carter’s 

decision to allow Iran’s deposed Shah, a pro-Western autocrat who had been expelled from his country some 

months before, to come to the United States for cancer treatment. The students set their hostages free on 

January 21, 1981, 444 days after the crisis began and just hours after President Ronald Reagan delivered his 

inaugural address. Many historians believe that Jimmy Carter’s failure to resolve the hostage crisis cost him a 

second term as president.



2. What is one way to describe the development shown above?

A) Effects of programs to monitor national security

B) Conclusions from research conducted by the Environmental 

Protection Agency

C) Program results of Federal Civil Defense Administration

D) Practical applications of technologies developed for spaceflight 



2. What is one way to describe the development shown above?

A) Effects of programs to monitor national security

B) Conclusions from research conducted by the Environmental 

Protection Agency

C) Program results of Federal Civil Defense Administration

D) Practical applications of technologies developed for 

spaceflight 

Explanation - NASA and space technology benefits consumers in everyday life. Many tangible benefits 

come from NASA— from the bar codes in grocery stores to the cordless tools in your garage — there’s 

not a lot of technology you use today that hasn’t benefited from space exploration. Other well-known 

products that NASA claims as spin-offs include memory foam, freeze-dried food, firefighting equipment, 

emergency "space blankets", Dustbusters, cochlear implants, and now Speedo's LZR Racer swimsuits, 

etc.



3. The policy objectives of Reaganomics were based on the theory that 

A) borrowing from foreign countries would help cover the costs of 

domestic programs

B) significant increases in government spending would help reduce 

unemployment

C) broad tax cuts and financial deregulation would promote economic 

expansion

D) reducing trade barriers would result in a budget surplus 



3. The policy objectives of Reaganomics were based on the theory that 

A) borrowing from foreign countries would help cover the costs of 

domestic programs

B) significant increases in government spending would help reduce 

unemployment

C) broad tax cuts and financial deregulation would promote 

economic expansion

D) reducing trade barriers would result in a budget surplus 

Explanation - A popular term used to refer to the economic policies of Ronald 

Reagan, the 40th U.S. President (1981–1989), which called for widespread tax cuts, 

decreased social spending, increased military spending, and the deregulation of 

domestic markets.



4. The incident illustrated by this 

cartoon increased cynicism toward the 

U.S. government because -

A) the press secretary failed to keep the 

public informed of national policy 

changes

B) the president directed a conspiracy 

to mislead the nation

C) the Supreme Court overruled federal 

statutes that defined confidentiality

D) Congress failed to pass legislation 

enforcing protection of privacy rights 



4. The incident illustrated by this 

cartoon increased cynicism toward the 

U.S. government because -

A) the press secretary failed to keep the 

public informed of national policy 

changes

B) the president directed a conspiracy 

to mislead the nation

C) the Supreme Court overruled federal 

statutes that defined confidentiality

D) Congress failed to pass legislation 

enforcing protection of privacy rights 

Explanation: The Nixon White House tapes are audio recordings of the communications of U.S. President Richard 

Nixon and his staff, ordered by him for personal records. As part of the Watergate investigation Special Counsel 

Archibald Cox asked a District Court Judge to subpoena eight tapes to confirm the testimony of White House 

Counsel John Dean. President Nixon initially refused to release the tapes, for two reasons: first, that the 

Constitutional principle of executive privilege extends to the tapes and citing the separation of powers and checks 

and balances within the Constitution, and second, claiming they were vital to national security.  The Supreme Court 

voted that Nixon must turn over the tapes. When they were finally released 18 ½ minutes of tape had been erased. 

Nevertheless, one tape “smoking gun tape” showed that Nixon had knowledge of the Watergate break in and led 

him to resign rather than face impeachment 



5. The agreement that ended most trade barriers among the US, 

Canada, and Mexico was

A) SALT 

B) OAS 

C) NAFTA 

D) OPEC



5. The agreement that ended most trade barriers among the US, 

Canada, and Mexico was

A) SALT 

B) OAS 

C) NAFTA 

D) OPEC

Explanation - The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is an agreement signed by Canada, Mexico, 

and the United States creating a trade bloc in North America.



6. Why did the United States adopt the motto “In God We Trust” in 

1956?

A) To honor the financial and social contributions of various religious 

organizations

B) To distinguish the nation from countries that restricted religious 

practices

C) To commemorate the social changes introduced by Christian 

leaders

D) To encourage the growth of religious institutions throughout the 

country 



6. Why did the United States adopt the motto “In God We Trust” in 

1956?

A) To honor the financial and social contributions of various religious 

organizations

B) To distinguish the nation from countries that restricted 

religious practices

C) To commemorate the social changes introduced by Christian 

leaders

D) To encourage the growth of religious institutions throughout the 

country 

Explanation - In God We Trust" was adopted as the official motto of the United 

States in 1956 as an alternative or replacement to the unofficial motto of E pluribus 

unum, which was adopted in 1782. The motto distinguished the United States from 

countries that restricted religious practices (Communist countries like the former 

Soviet Union). Secularists have expressed objections to its use, and have sought to 

have the religious reference removed from the currency. 



7. What is the best title for this 

cartoon?

A) Causes and Effects of 

Economic Prosperity in the 

1950’s

B) Strengths and 

Weaknesses of Government 

Economic Policy in the 

1960’s

C) Reasons for Government 

Economic Planning in the 

1970’s

D) Major Sources of 

Consumer Debt in the 1980’s
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cartoon?

A) Causes and Effects of 

Economic Prosperity in the 

1950’s

B) Strengths and 

Weaknesses of Government 

Economic Policy in the 

1960’s

C) Reasons for Government 

Economic Planning in the 

1970’s

D) Major Sources of 

Consumer Debt in the 1980’s

Explanation - During the 1950s the United States was the world’s strongest military 

power. Its economy was booming, and the fruits of this prosperity–new cars, 

suburban houses and other consumer goods–were available to more people than 

ever before.



8. Which statement is most accurate about the economy of the United 

States during the 1970’s and early 1980’s?

A) The increased cost of imported oil hurt economic growth. 

B) The Federal budget was balanced. 

C) Inflation declined sharply throughout these years . 

D) The number of jobs in farming increased while service jobs decreased. 



8. Which statement is most accurate about the economy of the United 

States during the 1970’s and early 1980’s?

A) The increased cost of imported oil hurt economic growth. 

B) The Federal budget was balanced. 

C) Inflation declined sharply throughout these years . 

D) The number of jobs in farming increased while service jobs decreased. 

Explanation: The OPEC oil embargoes of the 1970’s negatively effected 

economic growth and contributed to higher prices, causing inflation.



9. During the Congressional campaigns in 1994, a year in which 

Republicans would take control of both houses of Congress, Newt 

Gingrich and the 300 other Republican House candidates dramatically 

pledged to pass

A) health care reform 

B) a Contract with America 

C) social welfare legislation 

D) increased funding for education . 



9. During the Congressional campaigns in 1994, a year in which 

Republicans would take control of both houses of Congress, Newt 

Gingrich and the 300 other Republican House candidates dramatically 

pledged to pass

A) health care reform 

B) a Contract with America 

C) social welfare legislation 

D) increased funding for education . 

Explanation - The Contract with America was a document released by the 

United States Republican Party during the 1994 Congressional election 

campaign. the Contract detailed the actions the Republicans promised to take if 

they became the majority party in the United States House of Representatives 

for the first time in 40 years. 



10. The political leader most respnsible for securing the passage of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 is

A) John F. Kennedy 

B) Lyndon Baines Johnson 

C) George C. Wallace 

D) Richard M. Nixon 



10. The political leader most respnsible for securing the passage of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 is

A) John F. Kennedy 

B) Lyndon Baines Johnson 

C) George C. Wallace 

D) Richard M. Nixon 

Explanation - In a nationally televised address in 1963, President John F. Kennedy 

proposed that Congress consider civil rights legislation that would address voting 

rights, public accommodations, school desegregation, nondiscrimination in federally 

assisted programs, and more. Despite Kennedy’s assassination his proposal (the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964) was signed into law by President Lyndon Johnson. Passage 

of the act was not easy, but President Lyndon Johnson convinced Republicans to 

support the bill.



11. The Iran-contra affair upset most Americans because it involved

A) illegal support for the Contra rebels in Nicaragua 

B) illegal support for government backed "death squads" in El Salvador 

C) a presidential coverup similar to, and to some extent worse than, teh

Watergate affair 

D) trading arms to Iran for release of American hostages 



11. The Iran-contra affair upset most Americans because it involved

A) illegal support for the Contra rebels in Nicaragua 

B) illegal support for government backed "death squads" in El Salvador 

C) a presidential coverup similar to, and to some extent worse than, teh

Watergate affair 

D) trading arms to Iran for release of American hostages 

Explanation - a political scandal that occurred during the second term of the 

President Reagan. The Reagan administration secretly authorized the sale of arms 

to Iran In exchange for the release of several US hostages and then used the money 

to fund the Contras in Nicaragua. The problem was that Iran was under an arms 

embargo and further funding of the Contras by the U.S. government had been 

prohibited by Congress.



12. The UN coalition's main-objective in Operation Desert Storm was to 

A) establish Democracy in Iraq 

B) expel Iraq from Kuwait 

C) take over the Iraqi oil supply 

D) punish Saddam Hussein



12. The UN coalition's main-objective in Operation Desert Storm was to 

A) establish Democracy in Iraq 

B) expel Iraq from Kuwait 

C) take over the Iraqi oil supply 

D) punish Saddam Hussein

Explanation - The Gulf War (1990 –1991) was a war waged by coalition forces led 

by the United States against Iraq in response to Iraq's invasion and annexation of 

Kuwait. There was some criticism of the Bush administration, as they chose to 

allow Saddam to remain in power instead of pushing on to capture Baghdad and 

overthrowing his government. Nevertheless, President George H.W. Bush made 

the decision that we'd achieved our objectives and we were not going to get 

bogged down in the problems of trying to take over and govern Iraq.



13. The Bay of Pigs incident involved

A) the presence of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba 

B) a confrontation between US and Soviet troops in Europe 

C) a clash between a US Navy destroyer and North Vietnamese patrol 

boats 

D) a US-sponsored attempt by free Cubans to overthrow Communist 

dictator Fidel Castro



13. The Bay of Pigs incident involved

A) the presence of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba 

B) a confrontation between US and Soviet troops in Europe 

C) a clash between a US Navy destroyer and North Vietnamese patrol 

boats 

D) a US-sponsored attempt by free Cubans to overthrow 

Communist dictator Fidel Castro

Explanation - In April 1961, the CIA launched what its leaders believed would be 

the definitive strike: a full-scale invasion of Cuba by 1,400 American-trained Cubans 

who had fled their homes when Castro took over. However, the invasion did not go 

well: The invaders were badly outnumbered by Castro’s troops, and they 

surrendered after less than 24 hours of fighting.



14. In Bakke v Regents of the University of California, the Supreme 

Court ruled

A) that affirmative action programs were unconstitutional 

B) that President Johnson had erred in issuing his executive order 

requiring those who received federal money to hire and promote 

members of minorities 

C) that while strict racial quotas were unconstitutional in determining 

admissions, race could be taken into consideration 

D) that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibiting discrimination in hiring 

and firing, wages, and promotion based on sex, race, religion, or place 

of birth was constitutional



14. In Bakke v Regents of the University of California, the Supreme 

Court ruled

A) that affirmative action programs were unconstitutional 

B) that President Johnson had erred in issuing his executive order requiring those 

who received federal money to hire and promote members of minorities 

C) that while strict racial quotas were unconstitutional in determining 

admissions, race could be taken into consideration 

D) that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibiting discrimination in hiring and firing, 

wages, and promotion based on sex, race, religion, or place of birth was 

constitutional

Explanation - Beginning in the 1960s, the term “affirmative action” was used to refer to policies and 

initiatives aimed at compensating for past discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, religion or 

national origin. After Allan Bakke, a white California man, applied twice to medical school at the 

University of California without success, he sued UC Davis, claiming that his grades and test scores 

were higher than those of minority students who were admitted and accusing UC Davis of “reverse 

discrimination.” In June 1978, in Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, the U.S. Supreme 

Court ruled that the use of strict racial quotas was unconstitutional and that Bakke should be admitted; 

on the other hand, it held that institutions of higher education could rightfully use race as a criterion in 

admissions decisions in order to ensure diversity.



15. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution authorized

A) Nixon to mine the harbor of Haiphong and increase the bombing of 

North Vietnam 

B) Kennedy to send troops to support the Diem government in South 

Vietnam 

C) Johnson to defend American forces and repel aggression in Vietnam 

D) Truman to aid France in its efforts to end the communist insurgency 

in Vietnam



15. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution authorized

A) Nixon to mine the harbor of Haiphong and increase the bombing of 

North Vietnam

B) Kennedy to send troops to support the Diem government in South 

Vietnam 

C) Johnson to defend American forces and repel aggression in 

Vietnam 

D) Truman to aid France in its efforts to end the communist insurgency 

in Vietnam

Explanation - The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (August 7, 1964) gave broad 

congressional approval for expansion of the Vietnam War. Lyndon Johnson had 

frequently cited the resolution as evidence of congressional support for the 

Vietnam War. In 1973 Congress passed the War Powers Act that required the 

president to report to Congress within 48 hours after commitment of armed forces 

to foreign combat and limited to 60 days the time they could stay there without 

Congressional approval. The legislation was an attempt by Congress to nullify 

the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and regain control of the power to make war. 


